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MINUTES OF A MEETING OF SAUGHALL AND SHOTWICK PARK PARISH 
COUNCIL held on 6 September 2010 at the Vernon Institute, Saughall 
 
In attendance: Councillor Mrs K Ford 
 Councillor DF Holman 
 Councillor WI Humphrey (Homewatch Chairman) 
 Councillor B Kerr 
 Councillor Mrs J Knox 
 Councillor RK Shukla 
 Councillor Mrs JE Storrar 
 Councillor RA Storrar 
 Councillor Mrs HL Thorniley-Jones 
 Councillor A Warrington 
 Councillor Mrs JM Young (in the Chair) 
 
 Inspector Steve Beddows, Neighbourhood Inspector for the 

Chester Outer area 
 PC Scott Thompson – Community Beat Manager for Blacon Hall 
 Cheshire West and Chester Councillor Eleanor Johnson 
 Bob Salisbury, Internal Auditor 
 
170. APOLOGIES FOR AUTHORISED ABSENCE 
 
 Apologies for authorised absence were received from: 
 
 Councillor JG Johnson 
 Councillor Mrs J Johnson 
 Councillor Mrs D Whitton 
 
171. MEMBERS’ CODE OF CONDUCT – DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 
 
 No declarations of interest were received. 
 
172. MINUTES 
 
 RESOLVED: 
 
 That subject to the following amendment, the Minutes of the meeting of the 

Council held on 2 August 2010 be confirmed as a correct record: 
 
 Minute No.169.  Power of Wellbeing – add - in September - to the resolution 

after the word Administration. 
 
173. POLICE/HOMEWATCH 
 

(a) Police 
 
 Inspector Steve Beddows made reference to the fact that in February 2010 

Cheshire Police had remodelled the way it policed its areas.  Community 
Beat Manager roles had been created and as a result there had been less 
crimes committed and anti social behaviour than in the same period the 
previous year. 
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 PC Scott Thompson introduced himself, informed that he had been a 

policeman for twenty years and set out his career background.  He had 
worked in Blacon since 2000 and was a PC in Saughall for four years 
previously. He told Members that he was currently dealing with anti social 
behaviour, developing police intelligence and was seeing this through to 
the arrest of the offender.  He was dealing with drive-offs from the local 
petrol station, had a police operation up and running and as a result some 
offenders had been caught and consequently there were now less drive 
offs. 

 
 PC Thompson also briefed the Council on recent incidents on the Ks 

Nurseries site. 
 
 RESOLVED:  
 
 That the reports be received and the Police Officers be thanked for their 

attendance. 
 
(b) PCSO Replacement 
 
 Inspector Beddows informed that PCSO Mike Butler had been a good 

visible link between the Police and the local community and therefore his 
departure had left behind a vacuum.  PCSO Butler’s replacement would 
come from a training programme and the person in mind would complete 
her training in mid to late October 2010.  Members were told that there 
were long term benefits for Saughall attached to waiting a little longer for a 
designated PCSO.  In the meantime, the Inspector would ensure that the 
village did have PCSO cover. 

 
 The Inspector told the meeting that the Police were liaising with Councillor 

WI Humphrey the village’s Homewatch Chairman and were aware he was 
a useful contact.  He informed that there were benefits of the Cheshire 
Homewatch Scheme that could be enjoyed by the residents of Saughall.  
He intended to work with Councillor Humphrey on this so that these 
benefits were realised. 

 
RESOLVED:  
 

 That the report be received and the appointment of Saughall’s new PCSO 
be awaited. 

 
(c) Homewatch 
 
 Councillor WI Humphrey, in his capacity as Homewatch Chairman, detailed 

low level crime and anti-social activity that had taken place over the last 
few weeks in the village.  This included: 

 
• Vandalism to a park bench 
• A Police incident in Darlington Crescent 
• Problems with Parish Council Newsletter delivery 
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 Councillor Humphrey also reported that he had held discussions with the 
Police on the following matters and had agreed contact details: 

 
• Incidents in the Co-op car park and Lodge Lane 
• Smoking behind the Uniform Groups’ Headquarters in the Golden 

Jubilee Park 
• Motorists moving the road closure signs at the Vernon Institute and 

driving on the path 
• Parking issues at the Peg and Rakeway/the Ridings junction 
• Parking problems and crossing problems at the All Saints Primary 

School 
• Adults buying alcohol for youngsters under 18 years of age 
• Bungalow fire on the Ks Nurseries site 
• Fly tipping on Long Lane 

 
 Councillor Humphrey informed that he was willing to show the new PCSO 

around the village when she took up her appointment. 
 
 RESOLVED: 
 
 That Councillor WI Humphrey be thanked for his informative report. 
 
(d) Saughall Neighbourhood Management Team 
 
 Councillor Mrs JM Young circulated an interim report of the Neighbourhood 

Management Team for Members’ information.  The report detailed the 
Team’s activities over the last three years. 

 
 RESOLVED: 
 
 That the Saughall Neighbourhood Management Team’s interim report 

covering its first three year’s activities be received. 
 

174. MINUTES OF COMMITTEES 
 
 Councillor Mrs JM Young briefed the Council further in respect of Minute No. 

41 – Outstanding Issues – in relation to Woodside Farm.  
 
 RESOLVED: 
 
 That the Minutes of the Planning Committee meeting held on 2 August 2010 

be received. 
 
175. PARISH COUNCIL SURGERIES 
 

(a) Surgery held on Saturday, 4 September 2010 
 
 Councillor Mrs JM Young had presided over the Parish Council Surgery 

held at the Farmers’ Market in the Vernon Institute.  She informed that she 
was not sure the Farmers’ Market was the appropriate place for the Parish 
Council’s Surgery as it attracted a lot of people from outside of the village.  
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She also informed that the Vernon Institute building was looking good 
follow recent refurbishment.   

 
There had been a lot of good feedback on the Summer Play Scheme and it 
was hoped to run one next year for a longer period of time. 
 

 Requests had been received for a bring and buy board to be located in the 
village and for a copy of the Parish Newsletter to be hung up in the Vernon 
Institute. 

 
 It was noted that a small minority of Councillors were presiding over the 

monthly Parish Council Surgeries and it was requested that others take a 
turn. 

 
(b) Surgery to be held on Saturday, 2 October 2010 
 
 RESOLVED: 
 
 That Councillor RA Storrar be requested to preside over the next Parish 

Council Surgery on Saturday, 2 October 2010 to be held outside of the Co-
op Store between 10:00am and 10:45am. 

 
176. POSSIBLE POSTPONEMENT OF THE 2011 LOCAL COUNCIL ELECTIONS  
 
 The Council received a copy of a letter dated 11 August 2010 from Chris Borg, 

Policy and Development Manager at the National Association of Local 
Councils (NALC) to Alex Brunton in the Cabinet Office in London.  It set out 
NALC’s initial views on the implications of a possible referendum next May 
impacting on local council elections.  NALC was opposed to any change of 
date or delay to local council elections for the following reasons: 

 
• Voter confusion – in some instances voters would not know why they were 

coming out to vote if only a referendum vote was taking place; 
• Likelihood of a low turnout – voters are unlikely to turn out twice for two 

ballots within a short space of time; 
• Costs – election costs are already a huge burden on local councils – a 

delay would mean two different vote dates and twice the cost.  Appropriate 
planning and liaison between local councils and Returning Officers would 
alleviate any likely problems if parish elections were not delayed. 

 
 The letter also informed that NALC was disappointed at the lack of 

communication and contact from the Cabinet Office and the Department for 
Communities and Local Government (DCLG) on this matter. 

 
 It was noted that there was to be no formal consultation on this subject and 

the Cabinet was receiving views from the Association of Electoral 
Administrators. 
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RESOLVED: 
 
 That the Clerk be requested to write to Stephen Mosley MP to let him know 

that this Council supports the views of NALC that the local government 
elections, due in May 2011, should not be postponed.  

 
177. CONSULTATION – LOCAL REFERENDUMS TO VETO EXCESSIVE 

COUNCIL TAX INCREASES 
 
 The Council received a copy of a consultation document produced by the 

DCLG entitled Local referendums to veto excessive council tax increases – 
consultation and gave serious consideration to it.   

 
 The proposal, to introduce a requirement for local authorities to hold a 

referendum on council tax increases that were deemed by Central 
Government to be excessive, followed on from the commitment made in the 
Coalition Administration’s Programme for Government to give local residents 
in England the “power to veto excessive council tax increases”. The 
Government intended to legislate on this issue in a forthcoming Localism Bill 
and if adopted the existing capping powers would be scrapped and replaced 
with the requirement to hold a referendum. 

 
 It was noted that local councils had never been subject to any council tax 

capping regime and to bring them into any new scheme - which replaced 
capping was a major change of policy rather than a technical consultation 

 
 The Council could support the general principle that large council tax 

increases should have demonstrable community support. Local councils were 
already in close contact and engagement with their communities through 
Community Led Parish Plans and demonstrably so by Quality Councils.  
Referendums were not the most suitable form of confirming community 
support for the expenditure of local councils. They were expensive and in 
many cases the referendum costs would be greater than the proposed council 
tax increase. 

 
 Members were of the view that local councils, as the democratic embodiment 

of local community activity and tier of government closest to people, were 
uniquely placed to play a key role in delivering the Coalition Government’s Big 
Society agenda. If the referendum scheme was to be applied to local councils 
this would severely constrain their ability to support local community action 
and respond to community needs. 

 
 The consultation document did not paint a fair picture of current local council 

precepts. The average precept per Band D property was less than half the 
£100 quoted in the document. Local councils received no share of the 
redistributed national non domestic rates (NNDR) nor any form of Government 
grant. If principal authority expenditure was quoted in gross terms, excluding 
NNDR and grants, they would be considerably more than even the largest 
precept. 

 
 If present mechanisms for ensuring community support for new expenditure 

proposals were considered insufficient to mitigate against excessive council 
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tax increases, a much simpler and cheaper alternative to referendums already 
existed. Uniquely in local government, local councils were obliged to hold an 
annual parish meeting of local electors between 1 March and 30 June each 
year and had power to call extra parish meetings when required. 

 
 The consultation ran for a six week period from 30 July to 10 September 2010.   
 
 Councillor B Kerr informed that NALC was objecting and was urging local 

councils to respond to the consultation.  
 
 RESOLVED: That 
 

(1) the Clerk be requested to respond to the consultation by the 10 September 
2010 objecting to the Government’s proposal for local councils but 
welcoming it for other precepting authorities; and 

 
(2) the Clerk be requested to copy her response to the Cheshire Association of 

Local Councils and to Stephen Mosley MP for their information. 
 
178. ANNUAL REVIEW OF THE PARISH PLAN 
 
 Councillor Mrs JM Young informed that she had met Bron Kerrigan, Parish 

Plans Development Officer at Cheshire Community Action and had informed 
her that the Council would be publishing a new Parish Plan next year.  Ms 
Kerrigan had agreed to assist the Parish Planning Process. 

 
 The Action List compiled following the 2009 review of the Parish Plan had 

been provided for Members’ information. 
 
 RESOLVED: 
 
 That Members’ be requested to consider the Action Plan and whether any 

updating is required and report back on this at the next Council meeting 
scheduled for Monday, 4 October 2010.  

 
179. ANNUAL AUDIT – RISK MANAGEMENT 
 
 RESOLVED: 
 
 That this matter be referred to the next meeting of the Finance and General 

Purposes Committee, scheduled for Thursday, 30 September 2010, for 
consideration. 

 
180. PARISH STREET ORDERLY SCHEME 
 
 The Council received a copy of a letter dated 6 August 2010 from Kay Lennon, 

Senior Streetscene LEQ, Asset and Development Officer at Cheshire West 
and Chester Council informing that the grant agreement had now been signed 
by both parties.  A slight amendment had been made to Section 7 as follows: 
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‘Be liable for and indemnify the Council against any expense, liability, loss, 
claim or proceeding whatsoever arising under statute or common law in 
respect of,’ 
 
Amended to 
 
‘Be liable for and indemnify the Council against any expense, liability, loss, 
claim or proceeding that they are legally liable for arising under statute 
or common law in respect of,’ 

  
The Clerk had contacted Simon Lammond, Senior Manager Streetscene at 
Cheshire West and Chester Council to formally request that the Parish 
Council’s street cleaning grant is renegotiated as it was providing 22 hours a 
week of street cleaning activity but only received funding for 16 hours each 
week.  Mr Lammond had responded informing the Clerk that he was aware 
that the Council had immense pride in its area and put a lot of its own 
resources into maintaining the parish.  However, he needed to ensure that his 
Council was delivering the minimum service as set out in its new service 
standards and that there was no duplication but that it complimented what the 
Parish Council was doing.  To this end he had tasked a member of his staff, 
Mike Solari to work with the Parish Council to assess what it currently did as a 
parish and how this fitted in with Cheshire West and Chester Council’s work 
and make a recommendation to him on how many additional hours should be 
funded. 

 
 The Clerk had not yet been contacted by Mr Solari. 
 
 Members had attended a meeting with Mr Solari and Kay Lennon on 26 July 

2010 regarding renegotiations of the Street Cleaning Grant.  A copy of the 
notes taken had been requested but not received, despite a further request 
from the Clerk. 

 
 RESOLVED: That 
 

(1) the amendment to and signing of the joint street cleaning agreement be 
noted; 

 
(2) the Clerk be requested to make contact with Mr Solari in an attempt to start 

renegotiations over the street cleaning grant; and 
 
(3) the Clerk be requested to ask, again, for a copy of the notes taken at the 

meeting about street cleaning held on 26 July 2010. 
 
181. GOLDEN JUBILEE PARK DEVELOPMENT 
 

(a) Play Equipment for Younger Children 
 
 Further to Minute No.167/2010 where Councillor Mrs JM Young had 

reported receiving an email from Sian Horner who was not happy with the 
play equipment for young children in the Golden Jubilee Park, she reported 
that she and other Members had visited a children’s play area in Garden 
City near to Queensferry.  Consequently, she was now able to report that 
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the play facilities in Saughall afforded children the same amount/level of 
independent play as those that had been visited.  It was noted that Ms 
Horner had been invited to attend the meeting to discuss her concerns but 
was unable to do so. 

 
 RESOLVED: That 
 

(1) the report be received; and 
 
(2) the Clerk try to arrange for Ms Horner to attend either a Council 

meeting or Finance and General Purposes Committee to discuss the 
concerns she has raised in her email to Councillor Mrs JM Young dated 
30 July 2010. 

 
(b) Proposed Facilities for Young People 
 
 Further to Minute No. 151(a)/2010 the Council noted the content of a 

petition received from Jack Kennedy.  Councillor Mrs JM Young informed 
that she and Councillor WI Humphrey had met with local youths, including 
Jack, the previous week and told them that the Council was prepared to 
provide some facilities for the young people of the village but were being 
discouraged because of the constant vandalism the equipment already 
provided in the Golden Jubilee Park was subjected to e.g. recent damage 
to the aerial runway and playnet.  The young people had taken this on 
board.  The meeting had been very worthwhile and it was hoped that the 
dialogue would continue.  The youngsters had offered to help fund raise to 
help finance the proposed skate park. 

 
 Councillor A Warrington urged the Council to consider hiring some portable 

skate park equipment during the Schools’ Summer Holidays in 2011 and to 
give this consideration when setting the 2011/12 budget.  He also indicated 
that he would obtain some quotations to replace the safety surfaces in the 
Swing Park. 

 
 Currently, there were two litter bins by the entrance to the Golden Jubilee 

Park and the young people had requested that a bin be provided in the 
Park. 

 
 Councillor WI Humphrey was making arrangements to obtain a new basket 

ball net for the goal end, provided by Monster Play but was having 
problems with the fixings and would need to contact the supplier for advice. 

 
 Councillor Mrs H Thorniley - Jones suggested that Jack Kennedy’s name 

be given to Ron Davies of Connexions who was trying to set up a Young 
Peoples’ Forum. 

 
 RESOLVED: That  
 

(1) the report be received; 
 
(2) consideration be given, as part of the Council’s budgetary process, to 

youth provision during the Schools’ Summer Holidays;  
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(3) a quotation be obtained from Mr Herbert Wilkinson to relocate one of 

the bins at the entrance to the Golden Jubilee Park inside where the 
young people want it; and 

 
(4) Jack Kennedy’s name be passed to Ron Davies of Connexions with a 

request that he invite Jack and his friends to the Young Peoples’ 
Senate. 

 
(c) The Quarterly Operational Inspection Report 
 
 RESOLVED: 
 
 That consideration of the Play Equipment’s Quarterly Operational 

Inspection Report be referred to the next meeting of the Finance and 
General Purposes Committee scheduled for Thursday, 30 September 
2010. 

 
182. TREE INSPECTIONS 
 
 The Clerk had received an email dated 27 July 2010 from Ian Aldred of 

Cheshire West and Chester Council following a question asked by Members 
at Cheshire West and Chester Council’s Overview and Scrutiny Seminar with 
local councils held in May 2010.  The question was when would tree 
inspections at Saughall and Guilden Sutton be carried out?  The 
understanding was that the enquiry related to the resurfacing/reviewing of the 
trees covered by Tree Preservation Orders (TPO) in the area which was 
initially started by the now demised Chester City Council. 

 
 The Clerk had been told that since the new Cheshire West and Chester 

Council had come into existence its priority had been to bring together the 
three different TPO systems and ensure that they were updated and 
accessible.  This was a continuing process and the next phase was to carry 
out a review process with the older orders, some dating back to the 1950s.  
When comparing the TPO records in the three demised local authority areas it 
had become clear that those in Chester City had been very well managed and 
maintained in the past and a main priority would, therefore, be to ensure all of 
the orders were up to an appropriate standard throughout the new authority’s 
administrative area.  This did not mean that Saughall and Guilden Sutton 
would not be done but that they may not be the top priority for review and 
there may therefore be a short delay before attention was directed to these 
two parishes. 

 
 The Clerk had written back to Mr Aldred on 25 August 2010 to tell him that 

residents of Greenway were complaining about twelve overgrown trees that 
required pruning and asking who would carry out this work. 

 
 Tim Williams, Senior Tree Officer, Specialist Environmental Services, 

Cheshire West and Chester Council had responded asking where the trees 
were situated in Greenway.  If they were in roadside verges then they were 
the responsibility of the Highways Department.  If they were situated within 
other grassed areas and away from the highways then they were the 
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responsibility of Streetscene.  In general, due to a lack of resources, the 
Highways Department would only carry out works in the interests of safety e.g. 
dangerous trees, trees which impede footpaths or to gain height clearances 
for the highway and not maintenance works.  Streetscene would sometimes 
carryout maintenance works.   

 
 RESOLVED:  
 
 That the situation regarding trees in Saughall be noted. 
 
183. YOUTH ACTIVITIES 
 
 Councillor WI Humphrey reported that the Youth Club would reopen after the 

summer break on Tuesday, 14 September 2010. 
 
 RESOLVED: 
 
 That the report be received. 
 
184. THE NEW SCHOOL AND THE FUTURE OF THE FORMER INFANT AND 

JUNIOR SCHOOLS 
 

(a) All Saints Primary School 
 
 The School had reopened after the summer recess and there had been no 

police presence on the first day.  Cones had been put out to stop parents 
parking outside of the School and some had subsequently gone missing.  
The resident at 8 Saughall Hey was complaining about parents parking 
across his drive because he was then unable to get his vehicle out onto the 
road. 

 
RESOLVED: 

 
 That Councillor WI Humphrey be requested to ask the Police to attend the 

All Saints Primary School at dropping off and picking up times in an 
attempt to deter parents from dangerous parking. 

 
(b) The Former Ridings Community Infant School Building 
 
 There was still no progress to report.  Cheshire West and Chester Council 

would be submitting an application for outline planning permission at some 
stage but the detail was not known yet. 

 
 RESOLVED: 
 
 That the report be received. 
 
(c) The Proposal to Use the “Church Hall” for Community Use 
 
 Work was now underway.  The end result would be a new brick outer face 

to the south-facing elevation of the existing building, following part-
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demolition, and insertion of a window as detailed in the planning 
application that had been given approval.   

 
 Councillor RA Storrar informed that no documents had been signed yet. 
 
 Councillor B Kerr informed that the chimney appeared unsafe and a gale 

may blow it down.  He urged those Councillors who were also School 
Governors to ensure that the necessary remedial work was carried out as a 
matter of urgency. 

 
 RESOLVED: 
 
 That the report be received. 
 

185. AFFORDABLE HOUSING IN SAUGHALL 
 
 There was no progress to report. 
 
 RESOLVED: 
 
 That the Clerk be requested to obtain a progress report from Officers of 

Cheshire West and Chester Council for consideration at the next Council 
meeting scheduled for 4 October 2010. 

 
186. HIGHWAY ISSUES 
 

(a) Speed Limits on the A540 
 
 Councillors B Kerr and WI Humphrey had met with Cheshire West and 

Chester Councillor Lynn Riley, the Portfolio Holder for Community and 
Engagement and she had agreed to look into inconsistencies. 

 
 The junction of the Parkgate Road and Long Lane was a problem area.  

There had been an accident there in the previous week.  It had been 
suggested that a refuge be put in the middle of the road at the junction.  
Also, bad lighting and no footpath by the Wheatsheaf Public House had 
been drawn to Councillor Riley’s attention. 

 
 RESOLVED: 
 
 That the report be noted. 
 
(b) Proposal for a new Bus Shelter at the Terminus   
 
 Officers of Cheshire West and Chester Council had indicated that it may be 

willing to provide a new bus shelter at the terminus.  Councillor Mrs JM 
Young had spoken to Andy Nickson who had informed that his Council 
would not force the Council to accept a shelter if it did not want one at the 
terminus.  It would look very carefully at what could be provided in the light 
of the reasons why this Council removed the previous shelter. 
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 Councillor Mrs JM Young had also taken the opportunity to discuss the 
problems associated with the bus stop at Aspen Grove with Mr Nickson. 

 
 RESOLVED: 
 
 That the report be noted. 
 
(c) Parked Cars on Pavements 
 
 It was reported that Councillor WI Humphrey was dealing with the 

problems associated with motorists parking on pavements with the Police. 
 
 RESOLVED: 
 
 That the report be noted. 
 
(d) Speeding Traffic and the Proposal for Saughall to be designated a 

Community Speed Watch Area 
 
 It was reported that Councillor WI Humphrey was discussing this proposal 

with the Police. 
 
 RESOLVED: 
 
 That the report be noted. 
 
(e) Potholes 
 
 It was reported that some repair work had been carried out on the potholes 

identified but it had now stopped and the potholes from The Ridings down 
to Hermitage Road had not been touched. 

 
 RESOLVED: 
 
 That the Clerk be requested to ascertain from Cheshire West and Chester 

Council’s Highway Officers why the pothole repairs have come to a halt 
and when they will be resumed. 

 
(f) Kingswood Lane – Proposed Traffic Prevention Order 
 
 Councillor RA Storrar reported that Cheshire West and Chester Council 

had limited resources and therefore was unable to put in a gate. 
 
 RESOLVED: 
 
 That the report be noted. 
 
(g) Kingswood Lane – Removal of Japanese Knotweed 
 
 Councillor RA Storrar reported that Cheshire West and Chester Council did 

not have a license to remove Japanese Knotweed. 
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 RESOLVED: 
 
 That the report be noted. 
 
(h) Bus Stop on The Parkgate Road – Roof Repairs 
 
 No quotes had been received yet to carryout the work necessary. 
 
 RESOLVED: 
 
 That the report be noted and quotations for the work required be sought. 
 
(i) Hedge on Hermitage Road/Aspen Grove 
 
 RESOLVED: 
 
 That Councillor Mrs JM Young be requested to speak to the landowner 

about hedge maintenance. 
 
(j) Church Walk Pathway – Uneven Surface 
 
 Councillor WI Humphrey reported that he had reported this and been given 

a job number.  No repair work had been carried out and it was a health and 
safety issue.  

 
 RESOLVED: 
 
 That this problem be chased up. 
 
(k) Bus Route 
 
 It was reported that despite a bus been seen following a different route to 

what was expected; there had been no changes to the bus routes.  It was 
possible that a bus driver had got confused and taken a different route by 
mistake. 

 
 Cheshire West and Chester Council’s Integrated Transport Unit was aware 

that there was time when the bus went into town for it to go through the bus 
exchange and it was giving this proposal some consideration. 

 
 RESOLVED: 
 
 That the report be noted. 

 
187. THE REDEVELOPMENT OF WAIN HOUSE  
 
 It was reported that planning permission had been granted by Cheshire West 

and Chester Council to build a sub station close to parishioner’s houses.  
Unfortunately, there was really no alternative than to locate the sub station in 
this place. 
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 The developer Seddons was to host another coffee morning on site on 
Wednesday, 8 September 2010. 

 
 RESOLVED: 
 
 That the reports be received. 
 
188. CHRISTMAS LIGHTS CELEBRATION COMMITTEE 
 
 Councillor Mrs JM Young reported that the Vernon Institute Management 

Committee (VIMC) had agreed to a date for the Christmas Lights Celebration 
but no plans had been formalised yet.  Another meeting was already 
scheduled to discuss this event further and it was known that the VIMC would 
be making the arrangements itself and would not be working with partners. 

 
 RESOLVED: 
 
 That the report be noted. 
 
189. VERNON INSTITUTE MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE (VIMC) 
 
 Councillor Mrs JM Young reported that the Vernon Institute building had been 

painted light grey and the roof had been redone.  The five year plan of action 
would be presented to the Council very soon.  Reference was made to the 
clock tower which was known to be in the ownership of the Parish Council. 

 
 Councillor Mrs JM Young reported that she had spoken to the vicar, Rev Brian 

Harris about a church service on Remembrance Sunday, 14 November 2010.  
He could hold a service in the afternoon but was not available in the morning. 

 
 The war memorial did not require cleaning and was in a state fitting for a war 

memorial. 
 
 It was noted that there did not appear to be as many stalls in the Farmers’ 

Market on Saturdays as there once had been. 
 
 RESOLVED: That 
 

(1) the reports be received; 
 
(2) Councillor A Warrington be requested to carry out some research in 

respect of the clock tower and report any findings back to the Council;  
 
(3) Councillor RA Storrar be requested to make inquiries regarding a 

remembrance service with a local resident who was a member of the 
British Legion; and 

 
(4) the Farmers’ Market be not included on Council agenda in future. 
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190. ODD JOBS 
 
 RESOLVED: 
 
 That Mr H Wilkinson be requested to provide a quotation for moving a litter bin 

in the Golden Jubilee Park (Minute No.181 (b)/2010 refers). 
 
191. ACCOUNTS 
 

(a) Mid-Year Review of the 2010/11 Budget 
 
 RESOLVED: 
 
 That the mid year budget position be noted. 
 
(b) Payments made since the meeting of the Council held on 2 August 2010: 
 
 RESOLVED: 
 
 That the following payments be approved: 
 
 Financial Year 2010/2011 £ Cheque No 
 SMP Playgrounds (Multi-play/slide shute)  11,750.00 102413 
 Morral Play Solutions 79.31 103414 
 (Quarterly Play Equipment Inspection)) 
 Mr R Hipkiss (Litter Picking) 1007.67 102415 
 Wirral Borough Council (Printing and Postage) 336.69 102416 
 Mrs S Hudspeth (Expenses) 30.00 102417 
 Mrs S Hudspeth (Salary) 474.73 102418 
 Mr DF Holman  86.20 102419  
 (NALC Conference – hotel accommodation 
 and train fare to York) 
 
(c) Receipts 
 
 RESOLVED: That 
 

(1) the following receipts be noted: £ 
 
 Grant from Councillor Eleanor Johnson towards the 
 cost of the multiplay/slide shute 1,000.00 
 
(2) Cheshire West and Chester Councillor Eleanor Johnson be thanked for 

her generous contribution. 
 
(d) Cash to Bank Reconciliation 
 
 RESOLVED: 
 
 That the contents be noted. 
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(e) Appointment of Responsible Financial Officer 
 
 Councillor B Kerr made reference to the fact that the Council, at its Annual 

Meeting on Monday, 10 May 2010, had appointed Graham Hudspeth as its 
Responsible Financial Officer, subject to his agreement (Minute No. 
82(f)/2010 refers) and that his acceptance of this position had never been 
formally minuted. 

 
 The Clerk confirmed that Mr Hudspeth had agreed to act as the Council’s 

Responsible Financial Officer and that she would record this in the Minutes 
of this meeting. 

 
192. ATTENDANCE AT MEETINGS OF OUTSIDE BODIES 
 

(a) Members’ attendance was agreed in respect of the following outside body 
meetings: 

  
• NALC Conference and Exhibition – “Come and learn about good 

practice and innovation!” Thursday, 9 September 2010, The Royal York 
Hotel, York. 

 Councillor DF Holman has agreed to attend this event.  
• Cheshire Association of Local Council’s Annual Meeting 0n Thursday 

21 October 2010, 6.30-9.00pm at Middlewich Civic Hall. 
 Councillors WI Humphrey, B Kerr and Mrs JM Young agreed to 

attend this event. 
• Town and Parish Council Review Seminar at 6:30pm on Wednesday, 

15 September 2010 at Tarvin Community Centre, Meadow Close, Off 
Croft Fields, Tarvin, Chester.  CH3 8LY 

 An update on the 2009 Annual Meeting Motions was provided for 
Members’ information. 
Councillors WI Humphrey and B Kerr agreed to attend this event. 

• Cheshire West and Chester Council’s Workshop on Parish Planning 
and Village Design Statements, on Thursday, 7 October 2010, 6:00pm 
for a 6;30pm start at the Barbour Institute, Tattenhall 
The Council will not be represented at this event. 

 
(b) Reports from Members on proceedings at outside body meetings: 
 

• ChALC, Quality Parish Council Forum on Wednesday, 25 August 2010. 
 
 Councillor B Kerr reported that this had been a useful meeting and that 

the main item had been a talk by David Norbury about making use of 
the media.  The Chester Chronicle’s editor was looking at deploying 
limited resources to attend parish council meetings.  Parish Councils 
could issue their own press releases when they considered it 
appropriate to do so.  There had been representatives at the event from 
Cheshire East Council but none from Cheshire West and Chester 
Council. 

 
 RESOLVED: 
 
 That the report be received. 
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(c) Venues for Mickle Trafford Community Forum Meetings 
 
 No venue had been found yet for a meeting of the Mickle Trafford 

Community Forum in Saughall in February 2011.  Councillor RA Storrar 
reported it was the job of Cheshire West and Chester Council Officers to 
find appropriate venues. 

 
 RESOLVED: 
 
 That the report be received. 

 
193. COMMUNICATION RECEIVED 
 
 The Chairman had received an email from Sian Horner who was not happy 

with the play equipment for young children in the Golden Jubilee Park.  
(Minute No.181 (a)/2010 refers) 

 
194. CIRCULARS 
 
 The following circulars had been received.  Anyone requiring a copy would 

contact the Clerk: 
 

• The Playing Field – Summer 2010 
• Cheshire West and Chester Council’s Standards Committee Newsletter – 

July 2010 


